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Electronic Recycling Event Summary 

  
How it works: 

 

Overall the basic idea of an electronic recycling event is pretty simple and straight forward.  Any club, organization, or 

municipality can host an event.  The day of the event is advertised by the group in the best way they think to get the word 

out to the public.  We are more than happy to assist in coming up with a marketing strategy.  A place is picked that offers 

ample room for trucks and equipment for the recycling company as well as convenience for the public’s vehicles to drop 

off their recyclables.  On the day of the event we supply all of the labor, equipment, and supplies needed to make the 

event run as smoothly as possible.  We arrive early to set up and stay as late as possible to make sure the area is clean and 

that all items have been removed.   

 

Cost: 

 

We at Legacy continually search for reputable processing outlets to not only ensure that the electronics get recycled 

properly but also at the least expense possible.  Because of this we have never charged a municipality or group to host an 

event.  The only fees we charge are $20.00 for good condition TV’s, $40.00 for projection, wooden console TV,s, broken 

TV’s, or bare tubes,  and $5.00 for CRT monitors.  In order to properly recycle CRT and mercury tubes that are found in 

TV’s and monitors they have to be given to a processor that can safely shred them down and extract the hazardous 

materials out of the glass.  It is an expensive process and they charge anywhere from $.10-$.15 per pound to have that 

done.  Unfortunately we have to pass a little cost on to the consumer.  Many recyclers say they offer recycling events for 

free but in my experience they then either don’t take TV’s or monitors or they bill the municipality at a later date.  We 

believe that if you are going to be an electronics recycler you need to handle any and all items that fall under the 

electronic category not just take the items that are going to make you money.  It’s also being dishonest to say you offer 

free events and then bill a group later with excuses as to why you are doing so.  At Legacy we are straight forward in our 

business practices and believe in honest relationships with our clients.  That’s why we tell you about any pricing up front.  

All other electronics are taken for free.  

 

What can be Recycled: 

 

What we say in the industry is that if it plugs into an outlet or runs on batteries we can recycle it for you.  Below is a list 

of some of the more common items that we recycle but if you ever receive questions about what can be recycled and are 

not sure don’t hesitate to contact us. 
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Monitors (CRT, LCD, LED)  Laptops   Scanners  Printers   

Computers   All batteries  Phones   Cell phones  

Stereo equipment   VCR’s   TV’s   Radios  

CD players   DVD players  Servers   Routers 

All wires   Keyboards  Mice   Fax machines  

Ipods   Computer parts  Small appliances Microwaves 

Copiers   Power tools  Cable boxes  Game systems 

Vacuums    

 

And more…. 

 

Commonly asked questions: 

 

Q. Who can drop items off? 

 

A. Legacy takes items from both businesses and community residents during recycling events.  However, some 

municipalities and clubs prefer to leave it for just local residents so we leave that up to your discretion as to who you want 

to be able to participate. 

 

Q. How do you know what kinds of trucks and equipment to bring? 

 

A. In our years of experience doing recycling events we have been involved with events that have barely filled one box 

truck all the way up to filling 8 semis and everything in between.  There are many factors that can affect the amount of 

electronics that are dropped off.  The amount of advertising, the size of the community, and the seasonal weather all play 

a part in determining that.  We try and take all that into consideration to determine how much equipment to bring but 

sometimes we have to call in more trucks or make additional trips to load and unload.  But at the end of the event we 

always have the area clean and all the items picked up. 

 

Q.  If someone drops off a computer or laptop do they have to remove the hard drive? 

 

A. We do not require the resident to remove the hard drive from devices they wish to drop off.  Legacy has a policy of 

removing and wiping any and all hard drives that are found in the recycling bins.  This is a service that we normally offer 

our corporate clients for a small fee but, as part of our hassle free service to the municipalities we do business with we do 

it at no charge.  We do this for a couple of reasons.  First, with identity theft an ongoing issue and the difficulty of getting 

into certain computers, we want to be sure your resident’s sensitive information is taken care of properly and efficiently 

by trained professionals using the correct software programs.  Second, we do it at no fee as a small thank you for allowing 

us to come into your community and handle your electronic recycling needs.  The data destruction program Legacy uses is 

a DOD level erase program.  For more details on this please reference our Data Destruction Policy Form in the handout. 

 

 

Q. Do the lines get long during the events? 

 

A. Yes there are times that lines can get long and cars might have to wait to drop off items.  We usually have people 

guiding traffic to keep the lines moving and have multiple lines so people have a choice of shorter lines.  A great way to 

alleviate this issue is to have multiple events during the year so residents have options as to when they would like to drop 

off recyclables.  Larger communities that have single season events will see more issues than if they offer 2 or 3 events a 

year. 

 



 

 

 

Q. What happens to all the stuff once it leaves? 

 

A. What happens to these items once they get to our warehouse is a pretty simple process but it is an essential step in the 

recycling chain of custody.  The recyclables get separated and categorized based on factors like size or commodity 

variation.  Items that are large have to get broken down further and items that consist of many different commodities have 

to get dismantled into their basic parts, such as, glass, plastic, copper, aluminum, etc.  Once the electronics have been 

broken down the commodities are then shipped to various R2 certified processors and refineries around Wisconsin.  At the 

refineries they get refined and purified into reusable raw materials where they can then be used to make new products.  

These products then enter the consumer stream where they begin the cycle all over again. 

 

We hope this brief summary helps answer some questions or hesitations you might have regarding electronic recycling 

events.  We look forward to being part of your next recycling day so feel free to contact us if you have any further 

questions or concerns. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Best Regards 

Legacy Recycling Staff 

 

 

 
 

 


